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Starbright Floral Design
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Steve Baruch
Madeline Carney
Pat Daily
Michael Douglas
Richard Frankel
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SPEAKERS
Tiffani Gavin, Executive Director
Carolyn Greenspan, Chair of the Board
Preston Whiteway
Pat Daily

PERFORMANCES
The Power of Love, featuring Casey Likes
Don Juan, featuring Brenda Braxton
I’ll Be Seeing You, featuring Julia Murney 

Betrayed, featuring Brad Oscar

The Song Is You, featuring Marilyn Maye
           accompanied by Paul Greenwood

Mama, I’m a Big Girl Now, featuring Laura Bell Bundy,     
  Kerry Butler, and Marissa Jaret Winokur

AUCTION
Lynne Zink

THIS EVENING

PRESENTATION OF AWARD
Jack Viertel
Tom Viertel, Honoree



AUCTION?
Lynne Zink

Tonight’s event celebrates the triumph 
of American theater and honors the 

success of an incredibly infl uential fi gure 
in the O’Neill’s legacy. 

Thank you for joining us in celebrating 
Tom Viertel and supporting the
Eugene O’Neill Theater Center. 

WELCOME



WELCOME ABOUT
THE EUGENE O ’NEILL 
THEATER CENTER

Founded in 1964 by George C. White and named in honor of 

Eugene O’Neill, four-time Pulitzer Prize-winner and America’s 

only playwright to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, the O’Neill has 

launched some of the most important voices and works in American 

theater and has revolutionized the way new work is developed.

Programs include the National Playwrights Conference, National 

Music Theater Conference, National Critics Institute, National 

Puppetry Conference, Cabaret & Performance Conference, 

National Theater Institute, and more.

From its campus in Waterford, Connecticut, the O’Neill has been 

home to more than 1,000 new works for the stage and thousands 

more emerging artists. Writers, directors, puppeteers, singers, 

students, and audiences alike take their fi rst steps in exploring, 

revising, and understanding their work and the potential of the 

theater they help create. All focus remains on the writer and script: 

Performers work with simply rendered sets and costumes, script in 

hand, revealing for the fi rst time the magic of a new play or musical, 

puppetry piece, or cabaret act.

The O’Neill is also the recipient of two Tony Awards and in 2015 

received the National Medal of Arts from President Barack Obama.





Tom has been a driving force at the helm of the O’Neill since he fi rst 

joined the board in 1994 and later became only the second Board 

Chair in the O’Neill’s history, succeeding founder George C. White 

in 1999. Since then, the O’Neill has advanced by leaps and bounds, 

including the completion of a multi-million dollar capital campaign 

that saw the construction of nine new buildings—doubling the size of 

the O’Neill’s campus—and the receipt of a second Tony Award and 

the National Medal of the Arts, presented by President Obama.

Even more impressive is that he did so while being one of the 

industry’s busiest producers: in the last three-and-a-half decades, 

Tom has put 41 shows on Broadway including the Tony Award-

winning original productions of Angels in America, The Producers,

and Hairspray, earning nine Tonys in the process; launched 54 

Below, a Tony Award-winning cabaret venue, which he later 

played an instrumental role in converting to a non-profi t; and for 

many of those years, gifted his knowledge and experience to those 

who would follow in his footsteps as the Executive Director of the 

Commercial Theater Institute. Tom has for decades given generously 

of his time, talent, and expertise to ensure that the ecosystem of the 

American theater can support a diverse array of storytellers on 

stages both big and small.

A B O U T

TOM VIERTEL



Named for the New London, CT, cottage where playwright 

Eugene O’Neill grew up, and where he set Long Day’s 

Journey Into Night, and Ah, Wilderness!, the Monte Cristo 

Award is presented to a prominent theater artist each year 

in recognition of a distinguished career exemplifying Eugene 

O’Neill’s “pioneering spirit, unceasing artistic commitment, 

and excellence”. Past recipients include Lin-Manuel Miranda, 

John Logan, Judith Light, Meryl Streep, Michael Douglas, 

James Earl Jones, Nathan Lane, Harold Prince, and George 

C. Wolfe. The gala event supports the Eugene O’Neill 

Theater Center’s commitment to developing new work and 

new artists for the stage.

The bronze award depicts playwright Eugene O’Neill 

drawing as a child. Created by Norman Legassie, the 

original, full-sized sculpture is located at City Pier in New 

London, CT, where it was placed in 1988 on occasion of 

the playwright’s centennial birthday. Since the Monte Cristo 

Award’s founding in 2000, a replica of this sculpture has 

been awarded to a pioneering theater artist.

ABOUT THE
MONTE CRISTO AWARD





SUPPORTERS

Stephen & Ruth Hendel

Robert & Nancy Downey
Carolyn Greenspan & Marshall Ruben
The Nederlander Organization
The Shubert Organization

Leslee Asch
Steven & Eda Baruch
Ted & Joanna Chapin
Kathleen Clark & Richard Frankel
Patricia Crown
Susan Frost
Elizabeth Furze
Alva Greenberg
Ken & Rande Greiner
Cheryl Henson & Ed Finn
John Gore Organization

Ellen Quinn & Dr. Robert Rohrbaugh
Genia Kaplan Quinn
    & Dr. Bruce Quinn
Linda & Reid MacCluggage
Scott & Betsy Richards
Janet & Marvin Rosen
Michael Sinder
Arlene Shuler & Nigel Redden
Sally Speer
Jim Stern
Bobbie & Loren Theodore

Cecelia Joyce Johnson
Beth & Bernie Schilberg

PLATINUM GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE



SUPPORTERS

We wish to express our gratitude to the Performers’ Unions:

ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION, AMERICAN GUILD 
OF MUSICAL ARTISTS, AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY 
ARTISTS, & SAG-AFTRA through Theatre Authority, Inc. for their 
cooperation in permitting the Artists to appear in this program.

SPECIAL THANKS
The Staff and Trustees of the O’Neill
Stephanie Lazard
Georgia Ossorguine
Jenn Tepper
Michael Valeo

DONORS
Drew McCoy & Amy Aquino
Elliot & Victoria Brown
Anne Calanquin
Steven Condon
Jay Dunigan
Susan Kelly
Deborah Landesman
Douglas Meyer

Emma Palzere-Rae
David & Pamela Thompson
Rebekah Punt
Sherburne Stidfole
Elise Thoron
Joy Viertel
Preston Whiteway



From the Staff
and Artists of
the O’Neill:

THANK 
YOU, TOM!



STAY UP
TO DATE!

@oneill_center

Eugene O’Neill
Theater Center

Scan to join
our E-mail list



HEADQUARTERS  
99 East River Drive, East Hartford, CT 06108  •  860 622-7626

OFFICES & PLANTS  
East Hartford, CT  •  Orangeburg, SC  •  Canastota, NY  •  Miami, FL  •  Willimantic, CT

South Windsor, CT  •  Wilmington, DE  •  Shelby, NC   •  Hickory, NC

MARKS THE SPOT
Raw Materials, All Over Again Since 1918 
Prime Materials Recovery is proud to be a sponsor of the 
23rd Annual Monte Cristo Award honoring Tom Viertel for 
his outstanding contributions towards the performing arts.

Congratulations to Tom on his many years 
of devoted service to the Eugene O’Neill 
Theater Center and the numerous theater 
communities around the world.

Cecelia Joyce Johnson
Deep End Productions



Thank you Tom Viertel
with LOVE,
your 2016

Commercial Theater Institute Alumni!
Go Broadway!

Dustin Sparks, Amy Gerwirtz, Sarahbeth Grossman, David Schwartz, 
Marylou Rothfuss, Eric Askanase, Molly Morris, Leslie Mayer, Eri Nakano, 
Christine Rea-Briskin, Dan Irwin, Prudence Wright Holmes, Robert Lazo 
(our honorary member and guest speaker!) , Lauren Wachtler, Sue Gilad, 
Amy Gahm, Carolina Lizarraga, Roque Garcia, Pablo Echegaray, Robin 
Irwin, Michael Chase Gosselin, Monika Robbins, Keni Fine, Rod Gailes (in 
memoriam), Mike Timoney, Jay Dunigan



Thank you to Tom 
Viertel for his service 
to the O'Neill and 
for many years of 
fun and friendship. 

With much love,

Carolyn Greenspan 
& Marshall Ruben

We honor Tom 
Viertel, our dear 
friend for 45 years, 
as he has so nobly 
honored Eugene 
O’Neill, America’s 
greatest playwright. 

Bob & Nancy          
Downey
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STREAM YOUR FAVORITE SHOWS.
ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

BONNIE COMLEY & STEWART F. LANE 

CONGRATULATE

23RD ANNUAL MONTE CRISTO

AWARD GALA HONOREE

TOM
VIERTEL

23RD ANNUAL MONTE CRISTO

23RD ANNUAL MONTE CRISTO
VIERTELVIERTEL





305 Great Neck Road
(860) 443-5378

Waterford, CT 06385
www.theoneill.org

Carolyn Greenspan, Chair
Ruth Hendel, Vice Chair
Ellen Quinn, Secretary
Stephen Hendel, Treasurer

Rob Brule, First Selectman, Town of Waterford
David Jaffe
Dorita Lieberman
Ed Murphy, Chairman, Recreation & Parks Commission,
   Town of Waterford

Jeff Aiosa
Leslee Asch
Karey Burke
Pat Calhoun
Ted Chapin
Roger S. Christiansen
Ron Cowen
Michael Douglas

Lynn R. Fusco
Liz Hara
Riccardo Hernández
Genia Kaplan Quinn
Susan Kenyon
Tom Kitt
Daniel Lipman
Soraya Nadia McDonald

David Preka
Michael Rauh
Scott Richards
Madeline Sayet
Arlene Shuler
Sally Speer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EX- OFFICIO

Thomas Viertel, Chairman Emeritus
Betsy White, Founding Trustee
George C. White, Founder and Chairman Emeritus



Roger Pavey Jr., MCA Print & Media Designer/Editor

Mike Beasley  Manager of Individual Giving & Special Events
Anthony Brown  Facilities Manager
Emma Brown  Marketing Associate
Tate Burmeister  Production & Operations Manager
Stanley Comer   Kitchen Assistant
Stephanie Fine  Security Guard
Sophie Greenspan  NTI Program Coordinator
Harvey Jones  Head Chef
Rachel Kelsey                    NTI Program Representative & Admissions Manager
Jean Marie Keevins  Artistic Producer, National Puppetry Conference
William Kuklinski  Controller
Naveen Kumar  Associate Director, National Critics Institute
Jericho Lee  Line Cook
Joe Lee   Security Guard
Rob Mooney  Director of External Relations
Roger Pavey Jr.  Creative Content Associate
Effa Pecoraro  Housekeeper
Helena Pennington  Literary Manager
Rachel Phillips  Communications & Marketing Manager
Duncan Port  Facilities Assistant
Al-Shreef Porter  Housekeeper
Jorge López Rivera  Line Producer
Rebecca Rovezzi  Artistic Associate
Tash Shea   Facilities Assistant
Carter Smith  Company Manager
Stephanie Sutera  Head of Housekeeping & Security Manager
Sonya Thiel  Executive Affairs & Human Resources Manager

Tiffani Gavin  Executive Director

Pam Arciero  Artistic Director, National Puppetry Conference
Melia Bensussen  Artistic Director, National Playwrights Conference
Sophia Chapadjiev   Director of Education & Artistic Director, Young Playwrights Festival
Alexander Gemignani Artistic Director, National Music Theater Conference
Rachel Jett   Artistic Director, National Theater Institute
Chris Jones  Director, National Critics Institute
John McDaniel  Artistic Director, Cabaret & Performance Conference
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